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Abstract 

The objective of this study is to study a development of ritual changes in 

ordainment ritual of Ban Khak community in the past until the present in the view of 

thinking, style, and essence of ritual. The researcher used the concept concerning to 

social changes to be a trend of generating studying frame and data analysis. This study ' 

is qualitative research. Data were collected by observance and including to in- depth 

interview with villagers, observance without participation in ritual changes of Ban 

Khak community, and then data were analyzed, and were presented in descriptive 

analysis. 

The results are the followings: 

Ban Khak community is old. It is settled nearby the Nan river in the west side. 

It is far from Phitsanulok for 12 kilometers in the south. In the past this place is an 

agricultural community. It's life style is bound with nature, culture, and ritual. 

Community changes have been happened according to social and cultural 

conditions. The changes are generated by both of internal and external factors in its 

community.lnternal factor is the desire of villagers to develop the environment. 



External factors are related to the W.W. I1 as well as the national plan to develop the 

economy and the society. 

Nowadays, Ban Khak community is mixed between being an old agricultural 

con~munity and being a suburb of Phitsanulok. However, its culture and ritual which are 

practiced since the past are still practiced within the context of social and cultural 

changes. 

The ordainment ritual of Ban Khak communicaty in the past was relatively 

consistent with life style of people in the past to respond their needs. In the past 

ordainment ritual had its aim to educate the ordained. Moreover, it had cultural role on 

socilization as well. 

The ordainment ritual at the present is an example of various rituals of this 

community which is improved. changed, and developed positively in its concept, style, 

and essence. 

The similarities between the ordainment in the past and the present are the style 

of ritual in the part of monk's participation in the temple, and the essence of ritual 

mixing of Buddhism, Brahman, and animism. 

The differences between the ritual in the past and the present are the aim of the 

ordained, and the ritual's styles concerning on the preparation of becoming monk, a 

task on preparation of the ordainment ritual, and things used in the ritual. 

It can be concluded that the ritual is generated to serve the society. When the 

society is changed, the ritual is changed as well. 


