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Abstract

Three main objective are to create criteria, to survey problems, and to determine an
appropriateness of prescribing behavior when compare with the criteria developed for our study. The study
was conducted between October 2002 - December 2003 at medical ward and intensive care unit,
Buddhachinnaraj hospital. The retrospective drug use evaluation design was used with the criteria developed
three times, over the period of three months by the researchers. These criteria consisted of eight aspects
including indication, dosage regimen, drug administration, duration of treatment, drug interaction, laboratory
follow up, adverse drug reaction and clinical outcome. To evaluate the prescribing behavior , medical
records of forty-three patienté prescribed with Sulperazon® were reviewed against the criteria. Sixty-nine
percent were 60 years olds and older with the range of 30-93 years. Sixty percent were femaie and 76.74%
had at least one hospita! infection. About sixteen percent of all patients were diagnosed with pneumonia. The
results showed that the appropriateness of prescribing behavior varied among criteria. The highest
appropriateness level of 100% was found in criteria on drug administration and the lowest was found In a
criteria on clinical oulcome. Conclusion: the findings indicate that physicians seem to focus on clinical
symptoms rather than clinical outcomes. These criteria were developed exclusively for this independent
project. Criteria which can be implemented successfully in real settings should be developed under a

collaboration of all health care providers.
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