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ABSTRACT 

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study charecteristics and 

causes of neglect the elderlies who were caring their grand children,to study methods 

of caring their grand children , as well as their suffering and happiness affected from 

caring their grand children and being neglects. The informants were twelve neglected 

elderlies who were caring grand children alone in Sukhothai province. The instruments 

were in-dept interview form, non participant observation form and cassette tape 

recorder. The data were collected after they were informed and signed inform consent 

form. The data were analyzed by means of Colaizzis ' s method. 

The results were as follows ; 

1. charecteristics of neglected the elderlies who were caring their grand 

children in cluding ; 1.1) The children ' s parent fail to support the neglected elderlies 

a some of money or support only a very small amounth of money or non support ; 

2) There were inconsistancies in contacts , communication and visits or none ; 3) The 

causes of neglect the elderlies were poverty, family problems and drug abuses of the 

grand children parents. 

2. Grand children raering performed by the neglected elderlies. After their 

grand children ' s parent went away, some neglected elderlies fed their grand children 

a bottle of milk or a bottle of rice water with sugar , mash rice with salt or with 

bananamwhen the grand children grown up , they were fed ordinary foods such as 



fishes,egg, and vegetables that easily collected nearby home or given by their 

neighbours. The grand children were shared toys and played with their playmates 

nearby houses. Health problems among the grand children including fever, convulsion, 

malnutrition , allergy and intestinal disturbance . The sick grand children were cared by 

having tapid sponge, having medicine from drug store or went to local health institutions. 

Socialization the grand children received from their grand parent including respected 

others, good deeds and obayed their teachers. The neglected elderlies expected that 

their grand children will have a good learning results. 

3. Suffering and happiness of the neglected elderlies affected from caring their 

grand children. Suffering of the neglected elderlies were physical and mental suffering. 

Physical suffering including bone and muscle pain, and other chronic diseases such as 

arthritis , hypertention, diabetis mellitus back pain, arrhythmia, ect.. The causes of mental 

sufferings of the neglected elderlies affected from feeling of love, affection and pity their 

grand children so they worried that if they were died, none of the people their grand 

children can depended on. Their happiness due to their opportunities to look after their 

grand children, presenting of their grand children , wating to see their grand children 

grow up and having good health. The neglected elderlies expectation were return of their 

children, being look after from their grand children, their grand children can take care 

themselves , and hope that their grand children will be the good citizens. 


