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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze characteristics of narrative compositions written by
fourth year Naresuan University Students. The study aiso focused on the differences in
the use of narrative factors between high-rated and low-rated compositions.

The subjects of this study were 43 full time fourth year Naresuan University
students in the academic year 2001. The data were gathered during the final
examination. The students were assigned te write comgpositions and had to choose to
write about cnly one fopic from the four topics given by the instructor. The obtained data
were analyzed by the expert and the researcher in term of Labov and Waletzky's
Narrative Pattern,

The resuits of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. The basic generic structure of narrative compositions written by 43 fourth-
year students at Naresuan University consisted of two major characteristics, The first was
the characteristic of the variety of the use of narrative factors. The students mostly
composed their stories with the use of all four factors of narrative pattern, foliowed by the
use of two factors, but they rarely composed their stories with the use of ane factor. The
second was the characteristic of fhe number of sentences occurring in each factor, i
was found that the students spent most sentences in Complication, followed by

Orientation, Evaluation, and Resolution respectively.



2. Overall, there was the difference in the use of narrative factors between
high-rated and low-rated compasitions. The students in high-rated group could employ
all four factors of narrative pattern, but the students in low-rated group could not do it.

The results from this study suggest that to write narrative compositions
effectively, students should know and understand the pattemn and factors of it. English
instructors shouid provide them with the framework and assignments, which can help

students to improve their narrative writing.
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