A STUDY OF IMAGES OF BLACK WOMEN IN TONI MORRISON'S NOVELS

AN ABSTRACT
BY

WONGJAN POOLPOEM

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Master of Education Degree in
English at Naresuan University
June 1997

Copyright @ 1997 by Naresuan University



WONGIAN POOLPOEM: A STUDY OF IMAGES OF BLACK WOMEN IN TONI
MORRISON'S NOVELS

THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.Dr.KANCHIT TAGONG, Dr.MARY
SARAWIT, ASSIST.PROF.SOMSI INGKHANINAN, MAJOR ENGLISH,
1997, 196 PP. '

The purpose of this study was to examine the images
of black women asg portrayved by a black woman: Toni

Morrison.

The images of black women in Morrison's three

novels, The Bluest Eve, Sula, and Beloved, were classified
into three categories, according to their orientation to
the community they lived in. Of eighteen women, there ware
three submissive women whose submisgivenesgs was shaped by
and locked in a limited sphere of life. The main causes
were poverty and living long underlother's protection.
These three Wwomen were Pecola Breedlove, Nel Wright, and
Baby S8gws. L [ M\ Pes~ =arak® W]

Five asgsertive women were Geraldine, Mrs. MacTeer,
Helene Wright, Hannah Peace and Denver Suggs. Their
assertivéness was formed and supported by their financial
and mental security. Some of these women's assertiveness
wag developed through extraordinary incidents in their
lives.

There were ten aggressive women whose images ware

marked by a mutually shared lack of inner security.



They were Pauline Breedlove, Frieda and Claudia MacTeer,
the three whores (China, Poland, and Marie), Eva and

Sula Peace, Sethe and Beloved Suggsg. They were aggressive
in helpless or frustrating situations. Lovelessnege and

excesgsive love caused their aggressiveness.
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