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ABSTRACT

The 3 purposes of this study are: 1) to study the life cycle of heroes of Phra-
Aphai-Mani and the Odyssey according to the hero's journey theory of Joseph Campbell
2) to study the similarities and differences of the archetypes existing in the journey cycle
of the two heroes 3) to study the differences among the similarities existing in the journey
cycle of the two heroes. Since both Phra-Aphai-Mani and the Odyssey are popular
literatures, they were used in this research as a case study to compare the journey
cycles of the heroes of the Oriental and the Occidental world.

It can be concluded that the journeys of Phra-Aphai-Mani and Odysseus
conformed to the hero's journey theory of Joseph Campbell. Although there were
substitution and insertion in some stages of the journeys. Concerning archetypes, it was
found that Phra-Aphai-Mani and Odysseus had both similar and different characteristics.
The outstanding difference was Phra-Aphai-Mani confronted spiritual tasks more than
physical tasks while Odysseus confronted physical tasks more than spiritual tasks. In
regard to supernatural aids archetype, it was found that both heroes were helped several
times by supernatural helpers. The differences were Phra-Aphai-Mani was helped by

supernatural helpers who tended to appear in group and helped him from the beginning



until the end while Odysseus was helped by different supernatural helpers. Athena was
the only one who helped Odysseus from the beginning to the end. Furthermore, the
endings of both literatures were dissimilar. Phra-Aphai-Mani chose the spiritual way while
Odysseus chose the secular way.

The differences among the similarities can be described by concept about the
differences of thinking between the Oriental and the Occidental of Joseph Campbell and
Carl Jung as follows: the Oriental examined the mind in philosophical aspect- the
Occidental examined the mind in psychological aspect, the Oriental had introverted
point of view - the Occidental had extravert point of view, the Oriental were group-
oriented — the Occidental were individual-oriented. However, at the end, the journeys of
both heroes reflected the essence of being a hero — finding the ultimate boon and

bringing it back to society to share it with everyone.



