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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze the use of figure of speech in Thai western-style
music literature sung by Charin Nantanakorn. The study covered 156 songs recorded by
Charin Nantanakorn from 1957 to 1969 in the series “Charin Nantanakorn’s Gift of the
Greatest Hits" produced by Bangkok Cassette, Ltd. Documents and research studies
related to the analysis of Thai western-style music, the theory of the use of figure of
speech, the analysis of the use of figure of speech in literature were investigated.
The lyrics of each song were, then, analyzed based on the investigation of the
documents and research studies.

The analysis of the use of 10 types of figure of speech in Thai western-style
music literature sung by Charin Nantanakorn revealed that the types of figure of speech
could be arranged according to their frequencies from the most often used to the least
often used as follows:

1. The most often employed figure of speech was Simile, with the frequency of
employment of 31.92%. Natural objects such as fire, wind, flowers, forest, stars, the
moon, the sun, and starlight were used for the comparison. The most commonly found
comparative connector was "as".

2. The second most often employed figure of speech was Hyperbole, with the

frequency of employment of 13.38%. The hyperboles were mainly used to relate the



beauty of as well as the fidelity for the beloved females. Nature, such as the earth, stars,
sea, fire, stream and wind, was used in the comparison.

3. The third most often employed figure of speech was Rhetorical Question,
with the frequency of employment of 12.21%. The rhetorical questions were generally
directed towards the beloved females to show the speaker's hurt feelings.

4. The fourth most often employed figure of speech was Symbol, with the
frequency of employment of 10.80%. Close-by or commonly known objects, such as
flowers, rose petals, black color, eyes, tigers, ear of rice, buffaloes, rabbits, the moon,
remains, ashes, melon skins and lotus, were used in the representations in order to
render the abstract more concrete.

5. The fifth most often employed figures of speech were Personification and
Metaphor.

2.1 Personification was employed with the frequency of 7.28%. Natural and
abstract objects, such as wind, waves and sky, were used to convey the meanings.

9.2 Metaphor was employed with the frequency of 7.28%. Objects used for
the comparison were for example, sky, flowers, treasure, slaves, wind, the moon, stream,
angels and heart. The comparative connector used the most often was "be”.

6. The sixth most often employed figure of speech was Paradox, with the
frequency of employment of 7.04%. In most cases, antonyms, such as close-far, high-
low, sad-happy, and hot-cold, were used in the comparison of the love between a man
and a woman.

7. The seventh most often employed figure of speech was Allusion, with the
frequency of employment of 4.92%. The allusions referred to both concrete and abstract
objects such as Brahma, the second heaven where Indra dwells, heaven, karma, and the
belief regarding the preservation of virginity.

8. The eighth most often employed figure of speech was lrony, with the
frequency of employment of 4.69%. The irony was mainly used to convey ironical

statements to the beloved females who had hurt the speakers' feelings.



9. The least often employed figure of speech was Onomatopoeia, with the
frequency of employment of 0.47%. The onomatopoeia “sizzle” was used to imitate the
sound of the waterfall in order to render a clearer picture in the audience's mind.

According to the findings of the analysis, there were several types of objects of
comparison, namely supernatural objects, nature, humans or human body parts, human
actions and emotions, plants or parts of plants, animals or animal body parts, objects,
and places. The objects of comparison were selected based on their shared

characteristics and features.
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