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Title A STUDY OF INFLUENCE IN THE FAMILY AFFECTING
HANNIBAL LECTER’S TRANSGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR
IN HANNIBAL RISING

Researcher Kollawat Kasemchok

Advisor Dr. Todsapon Suranakkarin

Academic Paper Independent Study M.A. in English Major, Naresuan University,
2015

Keyword Influence in the Family, Transgressive Behavior, Hannibal Lecter

ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine and analyze influence in the family affecting
Hannibal Lecter’s transgressive behavior in Tomas Harris’'s Hannibal Rising using
Sigmund Freud’s Psychoanalytic Personal Theory and Psychology of Juvenile
Delinguency. The results of the study can be deduced as follow : influence in the family
has come from a relationship between Hannibal and family members such as
Mischa/sister, Robert Lecter/uncle, and Murasaki Shikibu/aunt in-law. The family and
society factors reinforcing behavior, character, attitude, and value have affected
Hannibal's transgressive behavior, which is interrelated by these people. These factors
have blended and driven an instinct lurking in Hannibal subconscious. Regardless of
reason and conscience, Hannibal’'s youthfully transgressive behavior himself has utterly
violated the social rule in different circumstances with his “ Vengeance, Anger, and

Love”.
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“This brilliant orphaned child has demons lurking in the chambers of his memory,
gouging him with fragments of his hideous past.”
Tomas Harris
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“As the analysis of every grown-up person demonstrates, the small child goes
through a cannibalistic phases which are associated a wealth of cannibalistic fantasies.”
LA3% (Klein, 2001 81989} Gregory, B., 2002)
Wundinlanudn
I3 ) U dl % 1 tﬂl a a dl c
winnisnadufieshnunainantesyiduidivanisiasayiuinnany sl
Na MU nARLE AT BN A AN AN AN AR Nana LA (Gratification) i
fulluna 1ot
v a ¥ o v dl < o [ o % dl dl
futiunaliiuaasainlifmtiauaiuanialidnasdunisiadinlignanaesivte
WreinANIBuMEeAUIIA NANsTNmATHldvezlsannIs ANy
v a dl v a I 1 a dl o =
nsiANWmE e resutiung b ldn s nuiNa A 79w
~ \ = . o o - Yy v aa a a ' .
WIAANNATALALUAITUATANHITDINTUA LAUNINAAINANIEARNNNTENIT “Paranoid-
schizoid position”

dl Y o o = dl 1 1 4 dl 1%
N qmL@\ﬂQﬂumwnmmxwﬂu@mmm“l,ummmﬁmmmummﬂugmzwm’mim

uazgaTingAMALLATaTaNgALHe AINNATIIN

1 i v I
=

o @ 1 aa A v v A =R
palasfiiludeuntsinuiletiasaareasnusion e lfAneaiime

LAz EB4019 lUeANKI NG N NRAINENAT AN IO BT LI AINAR
LAZNAANITUNTTNIAINA ALY Fununale

=® £ =y Y v dl o Aa o 1 A dl I 1 a dIQ a
neudaziidalfiufianeniuienaesArduyetiuaunenalyldanganssuiiie Un
PTAANNNLNNIAINNAR

e linundngumadTinisiguiudangAnssuresnyrdiuauiuiuvese e

= 1 = o = 1 a
ﬁﬁ"ﬂﬁ’)WJJhJZQNﬂﬁ‘&ﬂ@UVﬂQ‘ﬁQﬂWWIHW} AU UTRRINITLENNAR

4.3 LULAURIRIAGIN

HANNIBAL LECTER: A SYMPATHETIC VICTIM



“To know all is to forgive all”
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“Hannibal, you can leave the land of nightmare. You can be anything that you

can imagine. Come onto the bridge of dreams. Will you come with me?”

Lady Murasaki (Hannibal Rising, %11 94)
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conflict or maltreatment will more likely be delinquent, whereas a supportive family can
protect children even in very hostile and damaging external environment.

...Parental monitoring or supervision is the aspect of family management that is
most consistently related to delinquency.
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Mischa in her excitement dropped her bread on the dump ground. When

Hannibal stooped to help her, she was pleased to daub mud on his nose with her little
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star-shaped hand. He daubed a bit of mud on the end of her nose and they laughed at

their reflections in the moat.
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Hannibal grabbed a boar spear from the wall and Grutas, with his sure instinct
turned his gun on the little girl.
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Mischa bury her face in Hannibal's coat. He gathered her inside his coat and felt
her heart beating hard.
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Grutas’ face was smeared with blood and feathers. He turned his bloody face up
to the children and he said, “We have to eat or die.” That was the last conscious memory

Hannibal Lecter had of the lodge.
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“Take her; she’s going to die anyway. Come and play, come and play”. Singing
now, they take her. “ Ein Mannlein steht im Walde ganz still und stumm...” He hangs on
to Mischa’s arm, the children dragged toward the door. He will not release his sister and
Blue Eyes slams the heavy barn door on his arm, the bone cracking, opens the door
again and comes back to Hannibal swinging a stick of firewood, thud against his head,
terrific blows falling on him, flashes of light behind his eyes, banging, Mischa calling
“Annaba!”
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“Herr...Dortlich. On behalf of myself and my late family, | want to thank you for
coming today. Pitmans a great deal to us, and to me personally, having you here. I'm
glad to have this chance to talk seriously with you about eating my sister.”
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Hannibal came awake, choking, holding on to the end of the dream, clamping his
eyes tight shut and tried to force himself past the point where he awoke. He bit the
corner of the pillowcase and made himself go over the dream. What did the men call
each other? What were their names? When did he lose the sound? He couldn’t

remember when it went away. He wanted to know what they called each other. He had to

finish the dream
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Robert Lecter was actually Count Lecter now, with his brother presumed dead.
He was already accustomed to the title, having used it illegitimately for years.
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“Comrade Lecter, | would be...careful with Hannibal until you know him better.

It might be best if he did not play with other boys until he’s settled. Someone always gets
hurt.”

“He’s not a bully? ”

“It's the bullies who get injured. Hannibal does not observe the pecking order.
They’re always bigger and he hurts them very quickly and sometimes severely. Hannibal
can be dangerous to persons larger than himself. He's fine with the little ones. Lets them
tease him a little. Some of them think he’s deaf as well as mute and say in front of him
that he's crazy.”
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Hannibal liked his uncle for making the introductions in the driveway, courteously
facing the staff, instead of rushing toward the house and talking over his shoulder.
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“You have lost your family and your home, but you have me and you have
Sheba.”
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“| have made a space here for you, your own studio,” the count said. “You can
find relief here, Hannibal. When you feel that you may explode, draw instead! Paint!
Big arm motions, lots of color. Don't try to aim it or finesse it when you draw. You will get
enough finesse from Sheba.”
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“Madam, | hesitate to intrude upon your grief,” the tax official said, “but | want to

assure you that you will have plenty of time to make other arrangements before the

chateau is auctioned for death duties. | wish we could accept your own sureties for the

death tax, but as your resident status in France will now come into question that is

impossible.”
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Lady Murasaki opened the casement. The evening light touched her face and
Hannibal, out of the wastes of nightmare, took his first step on the bridge of dreams...
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Hannibal considered. He picked up two flowers and the knife. He saw the arch of
the windows, the curve of the fireplace where the tea vessel hung over the fire. He cut
the steams of the flowers off shorter and planked them in the vase, creating a vector
harmonious to the arrangement and to the room. He put the cut stems on the table.
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“You are trembling,” he said. You are in perfect possession of yourself, but you
are trembling like a bird. | would not have approached you without flowers. | love you,
Lady Murasaki.
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Her forehead pressed against his mouth, she unbuttoned his shirt. He held her at
arm’s length and looked into her lovely face, her shining.

... Hannibal, promise me”...

...Now was the time and she knew it “Hannibal, promise me”

A beat, and he said, “I already promised Mischa.”
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And Paul again: “Hey, Japonnaise, tell me, is it true that your pussy runs
crossways? With a little puff of straight hairs like an explosion”
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His torch reflected on wolves’ eyes. He shouted at them and waved a shovel.
Mischa was determined to come out to her mother-he had to choose. He took Mischa
back inside and left the dead to the dark.
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The door burst open then and Grutas came in with Milko and Dortlich. Hannibal
grabbed a boar spear from the wall and Grutas, with his sure instinct turned his gun on
the little girl. “Drop it or I'll shoot her. Do you understand me?”
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The professor turned down the top sheet of Hannibal’s tablet and looked at the
face. “Who is that?” “I'm not sure, sir. A face | saw somewhere.” In fact, it was the face of

Viadis Grutas, but Hannibal did not know his name. It was a face he had seen in the

moon and on the midnight ceiling.
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“Where is Grutas?”

“If | tell you, will you let me take you to the money? It's a lot, in dollars. There is a
lot more money too, we could blackmail them with what | know, with your evidence.”

“Where is Grentz?”

“Canada”

“Correct.The truth for once. Where is Grutas?”

“He has a house near Milly-le-Forét.”
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Grutas scuttled toward the gun, talking, talking. “You ate her, half-conscious,
your lips were greedily around the spoon.”
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“The little boy Hannibal died in 1945 out there in the snow trying to save his

sister. His heart sided with Mischa. What is he now? There’s not a word for it yet. For lack

of a better word, we’ll call him a monster.”
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“...Did he murder your family?”
“He killed my sister and ate her.”
“You saw it.”

“Yes.”

“You would testify.”

“Of course.”
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Hannibal began to draw with big arm motions, as the count had counseled, trying
to let it go, making great diagonal strokes across newsprint, splashes of color. It did not
work. Toward dawn he stopped forcing; he quit pushing, and simply watched what his
hand revealed to him.
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“Look at the floor. Do you see how the boards are stained and shrunken? They
are pickled with tears Try the door. Do it. You see it will not open from that side. Temper
is a useful but dangerous gift. Use adjustment and you will never occupy a cell like this, |
never give but one pass. This is yours. But don’t do it again. Flog no one else with meat.”
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He lay awake in his room for a long time and when sleep came, with it came

dreams. The Blue-Eyed One’s face smeared with blood and feathers morphing into the

face of Paul the butcher, and back again.
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“I have made a space here for you, your own studio,” the count said. “You can
find relief here, Hannibal” When you feel that you may explode, draw instead! Paint! Big
arm motions, lots of color.
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“Did you Kill the butcher?”
“Paul Momund killed himself. He died of stupidity and rudeness.”
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“Are you sorry to see Paul Momund dead?”
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“Hey Japonnaise!”
And the voice of Bulot of the Vegetables: “Please, Monsieur! That is unacceptable.”

And Paul again: “Hey, Japonnaise, tell me, is it true that your pussy runs
crossways? With a little puff of straight hairs like an explosion?”
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“Write that you are sorry, you realize that you are despicable, and you will never
look at her or address her in the market again.”

“Apologize to the Japonnaise?” Paul laughed. “The first thing I'll do is throw you

in the river and rinse you off.”
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“Where is Katerina, what have you done with her?” Kolnas said.
“She is safe, Herr Kolnas. She is pink and perfect. You can see the pulse in her
temple. | will give her back to you when you give me Lady Murasaki.”
“If | do that | am a dead man.”
“No. Grutas will be arrested and | will not remember your face. You get a pass for
the sake of your children.”
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Hannibal’s sense of her fatigue took him out of himself and he found that he was
talking so she would not have to talk, his new-found voice degenerating quickly to a
croak. If Lady Murasaki was surprised to hear him she did not show it, but took his hand
and squeezed it tight as she extended her other hand to the next mourner in line.
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“Hannibal, come home with me to Japan. You could practice at a clinic in my
father's country house. There is much to do. We would be there together.” She leaned
close to him. She kissed his forehead. “In Hiroshima green plants push up through ashes
to the light.” She touches his face. “If you are scorched earth, | will be warm rain.”

..... Now was the time and she knew it “Hannibal, promise me”

A beat, and he said, “l already promised Mischa.”
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“Hannibal, was this your mother’s room? It has a sort of feminine feeling.”

Headmaster was capricious. He could be kind or cruel when failures goaded him.

His little eyes were red and he was waiting for an answer.



Hannibal nodded

“It must be hard for you to live in this house.”

No response.

Headmaster took a cable from his desk. “Well, you won’t be here much longer.

Your uncle is coming to take you to France
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Hannibal still did not speak, but he had dreamless sleep, and the appetite of a

growing thirteen-year-old.
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GRUTAS HAD A SLENDER chain, freezing against the children’s skin as he

looped it around their necks.
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They’re always bigger and he hurts them very quickly and sometimes severely.
Hannibal can be dangerous to persons larger than himself.
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“The Soviet police know who you are. Inspector Popil came to see me. If you go
directly to him he will help you.”

“These men are not dead. They are very much alive.”

“Are they in France? Then give them to Inspector Popil.”

“Give them to the French police? Why?” He shook his head. “Tomorrow is
Sunday-do | have that right?”

“Yes, Sunday.”
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“Come with me tomorrow. I'll pick you up. | want you to look at a beast with me
and tell me he should fear the French police.”
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“Mischa, we take comfort in knowing there is no God. That you are not enslaved
in a Heaven, made to kiss God'’s ass forever. What you have is better than Paradise. You
have blessed oblivion. | miss you every day. ”
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“If I let you go, will you swear to tell me everything you find out? Will you swear to
God?”

“To God? Yes, | swear to God. Do you have a Bible?” Pupil had a copy of the
Pensées in his bookcase. Hannibal took it out. “Or we could use your Pascal, Pascal.”
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