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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research consists of twofold: firstly, to study and analyze the
representative images of Vietnam War through Thai films that were produced by Thailand's
domestic cinema industry; secondly, to study these films ideology posited within a political
and cultural context of international relations, including its popular culture in creating
shared historical memories through these films.

This thesis argues that since the emergence of these Vietnam War films in
Thailand’s historical, cultural and political contexts, these films and Thai's state apparatus
have always been deeply related. After the World War Il, as the world had entered the Cold
War era, Thailand as the supreme friend of interests of the free world took various political
measures. The Thai state proceeded with rather paranoia against the threat of
communism. Films during this period were clearly produced in response to these political
conflicts and policies. When the Vietnam War and the Cold War ended, the Thai
government's policy began to change drastically. The representations of Vietnam War
presented through these Vietnam War films of this period were rather different from those
film produced during the war. Through films and visual representations of all Vietnam War-
related films, it is arguable that contexts of Thailand's socio-political, cultural and economic
changes were significant in shaping these films' ideology and its structure of meanings

both during and after the Vietnam War up to the present day.
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is to bring together Thai institutions and individuals with their American
counterparts to exchangé their points of view and share their mutual concerns in
a manner beneficial to both our nations. | see this role as growing in importance
as we and the Thai seek to maintain and even strengthen the historical, social,
cultural and intellectual relationship which has flourished between Thailand and
the United States for more than on hundred years.)

(USIS Director in Thailand James A. McGinley; TIC 28311 Thai-US relations)
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